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SCHOOL REPORT. 


THERE is no interest in a town, which should occupy a more 
‘prominent place in the affections of its citizens than its Common 
Schools. To these must the poor look as the only instrumentality, 
by which their children are to be fitted for stations of usefulness, 
respectability and eminence in life. By the more wealthy they 
must be regarded as the surest protection of property—the body- 
guard of that peace, order and safety in society, which, alone, can 
render the possession of wealth a blessing to be coveted. 

The Superintendence of an institution thus dear to the hearts 
of all, is no minor responsibility. Your Committee entered upon 
the routine of his office with a just sense of the importance of the 
‘work to be done, and of his own inability, but with the firm as- 
surance, thatin discharging ‘the duties incumbent upon him, he 
should receive that cordial support of all good citizens, which is 
necessary to render the labors ef any committee, or other officer 
of the town, useful and effective. This confidence was not mis- 
placed. Citizens are waking up to a just sense of their duties in 
relation te schools. They are learning that they have another, 
and a far better work to do than to complain of committees and 
teachers. They are agitating the question: ‘‘What can te do te 
eradicate evils from our schools and make them in all respects 
what they ought to be?’ We hope to sce this enquiry becom? 
more and more universal, until every citizen in town is harnessed 
to the car ef school reform. 

Be assured, citizens, it will never be in the power of your Com- 
mittee, alone, however competent and faithful it may be, to insure 
improvement in the character of your schools, or even to hold on 
permanently to all the good, that has been achieved. You, your- 
selves, must work in this matter. 
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The schools in town, provided competent teachers are employed, 
will be just what the conservative, moral power of the districts 
make them. ‘The character of the inhabitants of a district—the 
home discipline and education of children—the interest felt and 
manifested in a school—the support and encouragement given to 
teachers by parents and by the older pupils—(by older pupils, 
whose combined energies and influence may, save and honor, or 
ruin and disgrace any school)—these, together, constitute an effec- 
tive and ever-operative force, which will as surely modify and 
fashion the character of the District School, as will the intensity 
of the sun's rays give tone to the Daguerrean picture. 

Committees are indispensable in our school system, but it must 
be the united, earnest, abiding efforts of committees, parents, 
teachers and scholars, that will secure to the town the innumera- 
ble blessings, which the most economical and best expenditure of 
the school money should purchase. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


Tre Prudential Committees for the year were as follows:—No. 

Axusrenrt §. Scott, Issac Preston and N. B. Buss; No. 2, 
Samvurn McCoy; No. 3, JounSmitu; No. 4, JoseErpH PIERCE: 
No. 5, C.F. Wriper; No. 6, Cyrus BLANCHARD; No. 7, T: 
P. Amrs; ‘No. 8, C. B. Carter; No.9, JoseErpH DAvyis; No- 
10, J. K. Harvitrne;- No. 11, Crrus Frost; No. 12, SAamuE, 
CAREY. 

The meetings in the several districts for the choice of officers 
and the transaction of other business, are not generally well atten- 
ded. ‘The eniual meeting furnishes a seasonable opportunity for 
the inhabitants to come together in the several districts and delib- 
erate upon the means to be used to improve the Schools. All the 
members of the district should attend these meetings and not al-— 
low the business to be transacted by a few. This would very 
much diminish the number of that class, who act as if it were a 
privilege to stay at home and grumble at the work done by others. 

These committees have been prompt in the discharge of their 
duties, and have in every case seasonably notified the Superintend- 
ing Committee of the time of the commencement and close of their 
respective schools. 


. 
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Tiutet Teachers of the Summer Schools were as follows:—Dist. 
No. 1, Ist Depart., Ornenrta A. Currer, of Jaffrey; 2d Depart., 
Pryrinba C. Scorr; 3d Depart., Dexncy Hurp, of Lempster: 
No. 2, JuLtiaA Moorr; No. 8, Cuartorre STEELE; No. &G, 
Saran E. Ropprns; No. 6, Cynrua Govrn, of Greenfield; No. 
7, Saran E. Ropsrns, of Jaffrey: No. 8, Junta A. Horr; No. 
9, Ann L. Davis, of Dublin; No. 10, Henrierra F. Brerp; 
No. 11, Mary E. McCoy. 


All of the teachers were examined and considered qualified.— , 
Teachers are most deficient in a knowledge of Geography. Tew 
of them can bound accurately all of the United States, and some 
hesitate when asked which way the river Nile runs, and finally turn 
it south, among the Mountains of the Moon. A little ctt2ntion 
to physical geography would teach them that rivers generally run 
from the highlands, through valleys, to the sea. 

Schools were taught in all the districts except No. 4 and No. 12, 
and were all visited by your committee at the commencement, and 
all at the close save the one in No. 10, which wound up uncere- 
moniously on account of the ill health of the teacher. ‘The teach- 
er of this school, though young and inexperienced, was well qual- 
ified, and would have gone through with the school ereditably, 
had her health been good. ‘The terms of the other schools were 
successfully completed. | | " 

The schools in the Ist and 2nd departments in district No. 1 
were very efficient and satisfactory. In the 3d department, there 
was some complaint of unnecessary severity in discipline. We 
think this unmerited, as the teacher only resorted to harsh meas- 
ures, where it was necessary to enforce olfedience. Children, who 
have never learned obedience at home, can never be taught it 
at school by entreaties. At the close the scholars did not exhibit 
so much energy and promptness as your committee would have 
been glad to witness. ‘The school, however, redeemed its credit 
in this respect, under the same instructress, during the Fall Term. 

The teacher in district No. 2 labored under a little disadvantage 
in point of discipline, from the fact that the winter previous she 
was a scholar in the school; but she triumphed over this in a man- 
ner highly creditable to herself, and satisfactory to the ‘committee 
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and the district. ‘The school was well taught. In No. 3, teach- 
er and scholars did well. No. 5 had reason to be proud of their 
summer school. Considering the number of scholars, it was one of 
the best, ifynot the best in town. ~The teacher has done excellent 
service in that district, and the inhabitants duly appreciate it. 
The teacher in No. 6 gave general satisfaction. Her register 
was very badly kept. The number of days attendance set against 
the names of some of the scholars was 96, while the school was 
in session only 66. It is very inaccurate and incomplete. In No. 
7 the school fully met every reasonable desire. It was emphati- 
cally a good school. ‘The Teacher in No. 8 was young and inex- 
perienced, but managed her little flock of five very well. The 
Committee has never visited the school in No. 9, when it appear- 
ed better than at the close of the Summer term. Great credit is 
due the teacher for the faithful manner in which she discharged 
every duty. There isa palpable want of loudness of tone in 
reading and recitation in this school, which should be corrected. 
The school in No. 11 was well taught and successful. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 


The average length of Summer schools was a fraction over 53 
days, or a little more than 9 1-2 weeks. The whole number of 
scholars 326—last year 332. The average attendance was 270— 
last year 273,—a little better than last year, as the number of 
scholars was less. Whole number of tardinesses 570. Number 
not tardy at all 157—last year 42. Number not absent at all 
52—last year 46. Average wages of teachers per month $7,19— 
last year $7,73. 

Whole number of visitors 547. Visits by Superintending Com- 
mittee 27—by Prudential Committee 15. For further particulars 
of Summer Schools see table appended. 


PUNCTUALITY. 


it may seem to many that a short lecture upon punctuality 
might as well be stereotyped for every school report. But the 
matter is of too much importance to the interests of our schools 
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and the characters of the future men and women in them, to be 
passed over on account of its triteness. Absence and tardiness 
are words, that need to be sounded in the ears of parents and 
children until our records present a fairer face. The Rip Van 
Winkles must be waked up. Many scholars are too true to the 
poet's ideal of 
“«  % % The whining scltool-boy, with lis satchel, 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 

Unwillingly to school.” 

Your Committee requested the teachers of the Summer Schools 
to state upon blank pages of Registers, what proportion of tardi- 
nesses they considered necessary. It was the concurrent opinion 
of all, that more than 9-10ths were the result of heedlessness on 
the part of parents and children. ‘The attention of scholars has 
been directed to this gross defect by your Committee, and with the 
best results. Teachers cannot be made wholly responsible for 
this wrong. ‘They cannot go into the streets and highways to 
drive pupils seasonably to the school-room. — Parenta} authority, 
enforced, is the source to which we confidently look for aid in our 
efforts to wipe this blot from the characters of our schools. ‘*Al- 
ways be punctual’, was a cardinal maxim of the Father of his 
country. Let children be influenced to imitate this virtue and it 
will contribute much to their success in after life. 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 


Schools were taught im all the districts in town during the 
Winter. The teachers were as follows: No. 1, Ist department, 
ALBERT §8. Scott; 2d depart., Rev. C. M. Dinsmore; dd de- 
part., Miss P. C. Scorr; 4th depart., Miss Dency Hurp; No. 
2, Miss Saran Frencu, of Jaffrey; No. 3, Samuvrn W. Curr- 
FORD, of Canaan; No. 4, Extras Boynton; No. 5, Brooxs M. 
HEALD, of Temple; No. 6, Miss Saran F. Morrison; No. 7, 
Miss Sarat E. Ropprns, of Jaffrey: No. 8, Miss Hrten M. 
Gray; No.9, Witritam Huron, of Lempster; No. 10, Miss Crar- 
Lorre Srteente; No. 11, Miss Jutta Moore; No. 12, Miss Cor:, 
nevIA E. Woops, of Hancock. | 

These teachers were all examined by your Committee and ap- 
proved. One of them, especially, did not come quite up to the 
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standard of scholarship, that ought to govern committees in the 
approval of candidates. But coming before the Committee, high- 
ly recommended, and but a day, or two, previous to the time his 
school should commence, a certificate was granted, with the hope 
that embarrassment might account for apparent want of thorough 
scholarship. The sequel, however, proved, that the plea of cun- 
fusion, put in by many candidates, should avail very little. 

No. 1. The Ist.depart. wes instructed by your Committee.— 
The 2d depart., under the charge of Rey. C. M, Dinsmore, was 
very successful and ‘good progress was made. "The teacher is es- 
pecially worthy of commendation for his earnest efforts to 1m- 
prove the morals and habits of his pupils. ‘The 3d school was 
very harmonious and prosperous. There was evidently, however, 
a little relaxation of discipline, compared with previous term.— 
‘This was the fourth scbool instructed by the teacher in this dis- 
trict. The school in 4th depart. appeared well at the close. The 
want of animation in reading, spelling and recitation, so ap- 
parent at the close of the Summer term, had given place to much 
life and energy. The spelling-book is the great book in this 
school, and it must not be pushed aside for the more advanced 
studies. F 

No. 2. The largest school in town, taught by a female, and 
in many respects excelled by none. The crowning excellence in 
the Winter school was the ‘thorough and systematic manner in 
which the fundamental principles of the language, laid down in 
the spelling-book, were taught. The school was a model in this 
respect. ‘Feachers will please take note. 

We think it extremely hazardous to commit the charge of so 
large a Winter school to a female teacher. In a majority of cas- 
es it would partially, or completely fail: Females have, itis true, 
been very successful in this district for the two past Winters.— 
The reasons are obvious. The teachers employed were earnest, 
experienced and skillful, possessing uncommon tact in school-goy- 
ernment. They were well sustained by parents, and a good, 
healthy public sentiment pervaded the school. The success in 
these two cases, therefore, under so many favorable circumstances, 
does not make the employment of females to instruct so large 
schools in Winter a safe precedent. 

No; 3. This school was very far from being efficient, orderly 
and satisfactory. The lcast said, however, of a bad job, the 
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sooner is it mended. We pass over the unpleasant subject, hop- 
ing that the teacher will find another sphere of labor, better adap- 
ted to him than this—a position where his conscientious endeay- 
ors to do good will be crowned with more abundant success, and 
may the scholars hereafter be spared the reproach of unbecoming 
and disrespectful conduct towards any teacher. There is materi- 
al enough in this district for an excellent school. The present con- 
dition of things demands an able and experienced teacher, who 
shall be sustained by the parents in the district. <A little concert 
of action on the part of the members of the district will material- 
ly improve the school. 

No. 4. We were prevented from examining this school at its 
close by a very severe snow storm. It appeared well at the com- 
mencement and we have the assurane¢ of the Prudential Commit- 
tee, that no previous teacher has given more universal satisfaction 
throughout the district than the one employed the past Winter. 

No. 5. This school fully sustained its previous good reputa- 
tion. The teacher, though inexperienced, secured the respect and 
confidence of his pupils and the utmost harmony and good order 

- prevailed. eh | 

 No..6. An example of a good school ina very bad house.— 
The teacher was thorough in her method of instruction and disci- 
pline. Good order and good improvement. 

No. 7. ‘The teacher, as usual, did remarkably well, consider- 
ing the position in which she was placed. Her path was not al- 

together strewed with roses. It is questionable if all the older 
scholars rendered the instructress that aid and support, which 
would have been highly honorable to themselves and useful to 
the school. Unless parents and older pupils do their whole duty, 
‘a male teacher should be employed in this district during the 
Winter. The school generally made excellent progress. 

No. 8. School small, very small. Good order and commenda- 
ble progress. Teacher was efficient and faithful. The parents in 
this district manifest much interest in their school. 

No. 9. Deportment of school unexceptionable. Good prog- 
ress was made, the scholars appearing to have a thorough, practi- 
cal knowledge of the branches studied. The questions asked by 
teacher and committee were generally answered correctly, but in 
so low and spiritless a tone, that few visiters could understand. 
This same deficiency was noticed in the Summer school and spok- 
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en of by the Commissioner, when he visited the schools at the 
commencement of Winter. Teachers must commence back upon: 
the elementary principles of elocution and they will do much to 
right this wrong. | 

No. 10. School characterized by good order at commencement 
and close. The duties of the teacher were performed with fideli- 
ty and good progress made. The house is still a sad memento of 
what school houses were, notwithstanding the ten dollars expend- 
ed for repairs. Parents in this district manifest too little interest 
in the school. Very few and sometimes none attend the exami- 
nations. 

No. 11. This school was well instructed and a part of the 
scholars made excellent progress. There were some, however, 
who had evidently played more than they had studied. One pu- 
pil had been dismissed by the instructress for bad conduct and 
others manifested a kind of indifference, discreditable to them- 
selves and the school. Some things were tolerated in school, 
which the public sentiment of the district should have aided the 
teacher in crushing out. 

No. 12. School small. Only three scholars at commencement 
and six at close, a recruit of three coming in from Hancock.— 
Scholars were orderly and appeared to have made good advance- 
ment. She, that has been faithful over few, should be made ruler 
of many. 


STATISTICS OF WINTER SCHOOLS. 


The whole number of scholars that attended the Winter Schools 
was 479—245 males and 234 females. Whole number last year 
501. Average length of schools a fraction over 104 weeks—last 
year 11 weeks. Average daily attendance 395—last year 428. 
‘The attendance last year- was 85 hundredths of the whole number 
—this year 82 hundredths. Whole number of tardinesses report- 
ed 848. Number reported not tardy at all 179—last year 169. 
Number not absent at all 71—last year 70. Average wages of 
male teachers per month $21,50—last year $22,80. Average 
wages of female teachers $9,11—last year $9,78. Number of 
visiters 436. Visits by Superintending Committee 29—by Pru- 
dential Committees 28. For further particulars see table. 


SCHOOL REPORT. il 


We have no means of ascertaining the number of scholars in 
town not attending school. Could not the Selectmen ascertain 
the whole number when they take the invoice? This is import- 

sant, as the Superintending Committee should report the whole 
number of scholars in town to the state authorities. 


- 


ORDER AND DISCIPLINE. 


Order is Heaven’s first law. It is the first law of the school 
room. It must be preserved. Preserved by first appealing to 
the moral sensibilities of the young—by an appeal to the sensi- 
bility of pain, when other-means fail. Itis doubted by many 
if our schools at the present time will, in point of order and dis- 
cipline, compare favorably with those of a former generation.— 
They are becoming too conventional. We are departing widely 
from the rigid, commanding discipline of our fathers, and with 
few good results. ‘If this is the age of progress, it is also an age 
of parental indulgence. As home discipline relaxes, so docs 
school discipline and public opinion sustains and encourages it. 
Says a recent writer in Putnam’s Magazine, ‘‘American pdrents 
do not err on the severe side. Their greatest cruelty to their 
children, lies in the most absurd and ruinous indulgence, that can 
end only in folly and weakness. The most sordid teachers are 
those who, knowing this our national foible, cater to it most un- 
blushingly.” Thisis true. To this very source can we trace 
that disorderly street brawling and reckless rowdyism, that char- 
acterize so many ‘‘Young Americas” of the present day. This 
lawless spirit finds its way and will find its way into our schools 
and detract very much from their usefulness. Now, if boys, full 
grown, come into our schools, unmannerly in their deportment, 
idle, disorderly, disobedient and even impudent to teachers, vul- 

. gar and profane in their daily conversation in and about the school- 
house, and, after being advised and importuned, evince no signs 
of reformation, but, on the contrary, show a resolute determina- 
tion to make the school useless to themselves and comparatively 
so to others well disposed, what shall be the method of disci- 
pline? Itis not possible always, even if it were practicable, to 
subdue them by physical force. Fortunately the statutes of the 
state have provided for us a punishment. The law, enacted ex- 
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pressly to protect our schools from such influences, must be rigid- 
ly and promptly enforced. Expulsion must be resorted to, howey- 
er unpleasant to committees this duty may be. ,The good of our. 
schools, the morals of the young, the success of teachers, must not - 
be jeopardized by those who have forfeited all claim upon the 
privileges, which our free schools proffer them, by refusing to sub- 
mit to wholesome regulations. Schools cost too much to be des- 
troyed by the lawless few. Too many and too dear interests are 
involved in them. They must be saved inviolate for the many, 
who will use them, as the blessed instrumentalities that are to fit 
them for stations of honor and usefulness in this life, and happi~ 
ness in the better life to come. ve 


BOOKS. 


This is an age of books. Book agents meet us at every turm. . 
Various are the means resorted to by publishers to supplant old 
text-books and introduce new ones. This continual cry of 
‘change, change,’ must be resisted. It is fraught with evil to 
our schools. It destroys,the uniformity so desirable. It subjects 
parents to an unwarrantable expense. One change paves the way 
for another. The Board of Education, a year or two since, rec- 
ommended Town’s series of Readers, Worcester’s Dictionary and 
Lzonard’s Spelling-book.. The Readers are compiled in accord- 
ance with Webster's Dictionary. “Words are spelled and pro- 
nounced one way in the reader and another in the spelling-book 
and dictionary. This is wrong, as it confuses the minds of schol- 
ars and leads to. hesitation and inaccuracy. To remedy this, the 
Board, last April, recommended Webster’s entire series of school. 
Dictionaries. We expect spon to see Leonard's Spelling-book 
thrown aside and a Webster Spelling-book substituted. Thus 
change treads upon the heels of change. It is argued in defence 
of this, that improvements are being made in every thing else, 
why not in books. True, improvements are made in books, but 
every new book is not an improvement. Colburn’s Arithmetic is 
none the less valuable, because it is old; and Adams's has stood 
the test for years. There is, too, one point in which our recent 
text-books are faulty. The great object of book-makers at pres- 
ent (if it be not to put money in their pockets) is to simplify—te 
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do as much work for the scholar, as is possible, and leave very 
little to be done by him. Heace, copious not2s are appended— 
hard’ passages are translated—keys are issued in which all the 
hard problems are solved. Now, if the object of an education 
were simply to cram the mind, this would be well. But cram- 
ming is not educating. To educate is to draw out, to develop, to 
strengthen the mind., The mind will never be strengthened by 
indulgence any more than the body. It will only grow strong and. 
vigorous, when it is inured to patient, enduring toil. It is not help 
that it wants, but a resolute grappling with difficulties and ob- 
structions. In this way it will forge out for itself new armor 
every day. The influence of these easy books is seen and felt in 
our schools. It manifests itself in idleness, in a cowardly shrink- 
ing of scholars from every laborious task. ‘That is the best teach- 
er, who does the least for his scholaisanl leads them to do most 
for themselves. So that is the best book, that most inculeates ha- 
bits of industry and perseverance. 

No changé of text-books has been made during the year. <A 
good degree of uniformity in books prevails in town. In some 
schools two different Geographies are used. This divides the 
teacher's time and should not be. Smith's Quarto is the Geogra-- 
phy recommended. 


RECITATIONS AND STUDIES.., 


It is not an uncommon thing for teachers to allow pupils to un- 
dertake too many branches of study ina singleterm. ‘This leads 
to imperfect recitations and superficial scholarship. Fullness and 
accuracy in answering questions should be insisted on by teach- 
ers. They should not be so accommodating as to réad to schol- 
ars half the lessons assigned them to learn. Such instruction, 
though it may be agreeable to pupils, will never make thorough 
scholars. Reading has been generally well taught during the 
year and hesitating, stammering readers are growing beautifully 
less. Teachers should remember that the foundation of- good 
reading must be laid in the primary schools, and there the elemen- 
tary principles of good elocution must be thoroughly taught. 

The SPELLING-Book is most: neglected of all books in our 
schools. ‘Teachers do not take pains enough to make good spell- 
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ers. Spelling lessons are assigned and, if learned, it is well, if 
not, just as well. Various means may be resorted tu to excite an 
interest in this important part of education. A venerable citizen 
once said'to a teacher, ‘*Try and have my boy learn to spell well, 
for experience has convinced me, that if this is not doe at school 
it will never be done.” 

PENMANSHIP. Practice is the main thing in this branch. It 
is not enough attended to. Writing a page in a week is not suf- 
ficient. If scholars*write more, they will write better. Compo- 
sition, the crowning excellence of an education, is too much neg- 
lected. The practice, which has recently obtained, of holding 
school lyceums for the reading of papers prepared by the scholars, 
declamations and lectures, has aroused some interest in composi- 
tion-writing. These meetings, if properly conducted, and well 
attended by parents, willawaken a general interest in schools and 
be productive of good results. It will require, however, some 
vigilance on the part of teachers to prevent their diverting the at- 
tention of scholars from the more important duties of the day. 


ECONOMY IN EXPENDING THE SCHOOL MONEY. 


That town is not entitled to the first rank, which raises the 
most school money. It is of more importance that the fund rais- 
. ed be well expended. The amount required by law is sufficient 
to meet the wants of schools in town, if it could be expended in 
the most economical manner. Children have very little cause to 
complain of their school privileges. Many have much reason to 
mantle their faces in shame that the advantages held out to 
them are so basely neglected and abused. Our school money is 
too much divided. Many districts are small and growing smaller. 
It is the very poorest economy to support so many small schools. 
The smaller districts should be united, or annexed to the larger 
ones, where it is practicable and can be done with harmony and 
good feeling. An article is now in the Town Warrant to see if- 
the town will annex the members of district No. 4 to Nos. 3 and 
5. Itis hoped by your committee that it will be found expedient 
to do this. 

Some members of district No. 9 have been allowed, for their 
better accommodation, to pay their money and send their schol- 
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ars to schools in Dublin. It is believed, that on account of ths 
hew rpad leading from Union village to Reuelville, they may now 
be as well accommodated in town and this money saved to our 
own schools. The school tix of citizens, who sent no scholars to 
school, has been ordered to be pud to districts out of town. This 
is wrong. Such money should be paid where it will benefit schol- 
ars in town. . 


CONCLUSION. 


FINALLY, citizens, we conimit these schools to your care.— 
Their transcendent importance in a repuhlic like ours is universal- 
ly admitted. They have many features of which you may justly 
be proud—many which you should strive diligently to improve.— 
Our systeni of education will never answer its legitimate purpose 
until more, much more attention is given to the moral training of 
children. ‘The heart must be educated as well as the head. The 
grotesque and unseemly figures that mar the walls of school-hous- 
es and out-buildings—the coarse, vulgar, profane language, heard 
upon the play-grounds and in the streets, admonish you that there 
is much good work to be done by parents, teachers and committees. 
There is much, yet, that is bad, ruinous inits influence,to be purg- 
ed out of your schools, before the moral and intellectual natures 
of your children can be symmetrically developed in them. 

Our good old Granite State, rock-ribbed and sterile, as itis, has 
the enviable reputation of raising and exporting men. Let us 
improve our staple commodity by making the ‘‘nurseries of men” 
fertile in all that can develop, dignify and ennoble the human char- 
acter. 

Respectfully submitted by 
ALBERT 8. SCOTT, 
Superintending School Committee. 


DISTRICTS. as 1 2 ge. 45 eet a ee ee ee 
Ist.| 2d.) 3d. | 

Weeks. ~ - - i 121-12) 211 30 = 6 tet ee] Le 6| 8 
Whole number of Scholars. - 34| 47) 54] 41) 23) | 20) 25) 32) 5) 24 13| 8 
Males. - - - - 12) 14) 28) «23; 17) 10 9} 10; 2| 10 1] 5 
Fem 1:s. - - - 22! 33) 2€ 18 C 10} 16) 22) 8 at 12) 3 
Averag? Attendance. - a | 43*| 43%) 33*| 19% 14*| 21*| 23*| 4| 21%; 10*| 7* 
Number of ‘Tardinesses. 2| 41] 48/194, 7 $1) te §4|-—47| 5 ee 18| 18 
Number. not. Absent at all. - | + ST tae 6: be 8 7 g| 1 2 2| 35 
Number not Tardy at all. mu oe ate OOl Salam 49 1618 9%: |216l 1415/5 2) She 
Number neither Tardy nor Absent. ] | PAs Shs Ole 4a ee 8 TVS-Gle OS Bae 2 
Number over 16 years of age. - Of 0) = OF S-26 Oars 3 Fe <2| —OlF- Ore 0] G0 
Number under 4 years of age. - O} as | Dies OF 0 | 0 Ji OS Oat tee | 
Number between 4 and 16... - 34|- 47) 54] .39; 23 17s 29) 82) 5) 28)> 12}: 27 
Wages of Teachers per month. - | $12] $11/ $10) $6 | $8 $6 |$5 33| $7 | $4] $8 | BS | St 
Visitors. - - - - - 53) 115} 102) 41] 35 28; — 54| 13] 69] 10] 27 
Visits by Superintending Committee. 3 Si aco 3 2 2 Aime a 4 ee ey Leo 
Visits by Prudential Committee. DS Alee Slay Otee 8 1) — or. 072-2) Ope @ 


Notr.—The * is used to dcnote a fractional part. 


TABLE FOR SUMMER. SCHOOLS 


*‘JooyG ON 


TABLE FOR WINTER SCHOOLS 


DISTRICTS H (2 Ree be 6 Podge Ot 10 
| Ist. | 2d. | 3d.|4thy | | | : 
Sh eer et oe hs 10% a SY 11) Se ae 810d a Oil eh 
Vhole number of Scholars. - - | 42| 38) 51) 47} 60) 42) 2b 22) 23) 46) 9} 38} 20) 
Males, hae ce SF -. 20; 20) 18) 33} 37} 241 12) 13) 9] 20] 6 20] 10 
Pitanitgsr eins ee | 22| 18} 33} 24} 23! 18] - 9} 9} 14! 96] 3} 18] 10) 
Average Attendance. - - Veoh p34 30| 42*/ 41) 46) 35]| 18*| 20) 20%] 36] 8*| 35% 14°; 
Nuinbder of Tardinesses. - - “4 58) 52) 57! 8-4 47) 53) 45] 132] 87) 40 | 88) 
Number not Absent at all. - ti Le SS 4 eae Fs See ee ay Gs ] 
Number not Tardy at all. - | 4 a7| 28} 24| 28 271 We ort a 2] 6 2 6) 
Number neither Tardy nor Absent. | 5 1 | ] Li} 2) ] Ose O)s20 6 
Number over 16 years of age. - 4 11 Ol 0) -Ob Ti aa 3 : lire Sf Sf <= 6) O 
Number under 4 years of age, - ( Of Ory Ore Os “Oe OVE Oe eben OLe Ofte O. * 6 
Number between 4 and 16. - 34 38; 51) 47| 49} 29] 19} 15) 22) 88) 6] 32} 20) 
Wages of Teachers per month. - | $274) $27$| $10 $9| al $20} $13] $16) $8 | $12| $6) $25) $8 
Visitors. - - - - 33 28! 65] 40] “9 44) -20)) 16)? 97580) 41-63)" 3 
Visits by Superintending Committee. 2 2) 32, Bie Ya Ses 2 eee ent 2 
Visits by Prudential ‘Committee. 2 2 Aas 2 | eae | 4 1| Se hos <3) ee ae 


Norr.—The whole number of scholars in town over 4 years of age, that attended school more :than 
weeks, was 541. This determines the portion of Literary Fund received by the town. 
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LIBRARY REPORT, 
Rendered March 14, 1854, 


Tuer Committee on the Town Library having attended to their 
duty, submit the following Report: 
Number of Volumes belonging to the Library, 1400. Whole num- 
ber missing, 33. Number missing for the first time, 2, viz: Sax- 
e’s Poems and Memoirs of Josephine. 
The Committee received of Com. of last year, $44 41 


Fines, 1 92 

Catalogues, 60 

Received of Town Treasurer, 45 00-91 93 
Which is accounted for as follows: . 

Paid for binding Books, 29 volumes, $ 8 57 

Paid for Books, 45 volumes, 90 12—48 69 

Leaving in the hands of the Committee, $43 24 


The Committee were well pleased with the appearance of the 
_ Library; the Books have been generally well used, and many 
much used, some are nearly worn out. Those missing for more 
than one year are probably lost or worn out, those missing for the 
first time it is hoped will be returned to the Library. The 
Librarian has discharged his duty faithfully and in our opinion 
is entitled to much praise. 
| D. B. CUTTER, 


L. CLARK, ( Committee. 
E. S. CUTTER. § 


SELECTMEN'S REPORT 


Of the Poor Farm. 


STOCK. 124 bushels Salt. Cea ie 

2 Yoke of Oxen, $225 00 
8 Cows, 190 00 $712 53 

4 three-year old Steers, 110 00 PROVISIONS. 

7 two year olds, 91 00/175 bushels Potatoes, $61 24 
7 Yearlings, 63 00/2 bbls. Pork, 11 cts., 44 00 
1 Horse, 50 00/136 Ibs. Ham; 11 ets., 14 96 
20 Sheep, 59 00/1 bbl. Beef, 64 cts., 13 00 
3 Swine, 42 00/70 Ibs. fresh Beef, 4 90 
14 Hens, 8 90/374 lbs. Butter, 7 50 
RT WE PEM eR kgs e 10 50 
3829 00/21 lbs. Sausages, 210 
PRODUCE: 208 lbs. Cheese, 63 cts., 13 52 
13 tons Ist qIty Hay, $195 00]2 galls. boiled Cider, 40 
3 Mile ae Ore eC ie 99 00/8 galls. Applesauce, 1 00 
6 tons Meadow Hay, 48 00/1 bush. Onions, 1 00 
1 ton Oat Straw, 5 00/1 bush, Carrots, 25 
115 bushels Corn, 154 00/384 bbls. Soap, 12 75 
280 bushels Oats, 154 55)2 bbls. Apples, 4 00 
2 bushels White Beans, 4 00!4 bbls. Cider, 10 00 
14 bushels Colored Beans, 1 50/14 bbls. Flour, 15 00 
346 bushels Peas, 2 5013 bushels Meal, 3 50 
174 yards Flannel, 8 75;50 lbs. Candles, 3 9D 
304 yds. Frocking, 18 75\$ bbl. Vinegar, 2.50 
12 pairs Fecting, 4 80/1 bushel Beets, 50 
Leather, 50)3 bush. Turnips, ~ To 
Lumber, 6 00) Pickles, 2 00 
37 lbs. Dried Apple, 2 96)10 Cabbages; 60 
19 lbs. Yarn, 19 00 ~orioneale 
45 yards Sheeting, 5 82 $227 88 

104 yds. Tull Cloth, 12 00; 


Account of Receiyts and Lxpenditures on the Toun Farm, 
- for the support of the Poor, for the year - 
ending March 1st 1854. 


Dr. 
To Farm, Tools, &c., as appraised March 1st 1853. $3630 50 
Interest on Farm, Tools, &c., to March Ist 1854. 217 83 
Stock on Farm March Ist 1853, 817 06 


_ Produce and Lumber March Ist 1853, 572 50 | 


SELECEMEN'S REPORT. 


Balance in favor of Farm, 


Provisions March Ist 1853, 287 12 
Amount dne Superintendent 1854, ’ 250 OU 
Produce sold from Farm by Superintendent to pay Store 

and Blacksmith bills, and extra lubor, as per his ac- 

count, 118 5l 

Didts due Farm prior la Murch 1st, 1853. 

W. B. Stevens for Produec, Wank 
Samuel McCoy to balance his account, 118 

J Bills paid by Treasurer. 
J. H. Ames, Coffin for Ephraim Stevens, 4 50 
Dr. Smith, for services at Farm, 1 34 

‘ $5908 05 
Cr. 

By Farm, Tools, &c., as appraised March Ist, 1854, $3586 35 
Stock on I’arm March Ist, 1854, ' $29 50 
Produee and Iwumber March Ist, 1854, Claude 
Provisions March Ist, 1854, 227 88 
Cash paid by Superintendent for Store and Blacksmith 

bills, extra labor, as per his account, List 
Produce furnished Simeon lorbush, 16 00 
Produce furnished Mrs. £l Upton, yD} 1 
‘Produce furnished Mrs. Babb, 2 81 
Produce furnished William Stuart, 3 89 

Cash received and paid to Town Treasurer. 

By Superintendent for Stock and Produce sold from i’arm, 408 22 
Horace Morrison, Note and Interest, 45 70 
Bills now due and unpaid. 

W. B. Stevens, for Produce, 7 Si 
Amount of Credit, $5961 29 
Amount of Debt, 5908 05 


$53 24 


THe whole number of Paupers on the Farm March Ist, 1854, 
was seven. ‘The number supported during the year, seven, with 
oO . ’ ’ 


the addition of six one month. 


The above Report is respectfully submitted: 


WILLIAM B. KIMBALL, Selectmen 


ARCHELAUS CRAGIN, of 


ERI SPALDING. Pelerborough, 


Peterborough, March Ist, 1854. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Town of Peterboro’ in Acct. with Henry Steele, Treasurer. 


Cr. 
By balance on hand, $111 68 
By Cash of C. G. Cheney, Collector, 50 00 
6é sé 66 ee 50 00 
‘t Franklin Robbe, ‘* 17 73 
By List of Abatements, 32 78 
By Cash of C. G. Cheney, Collecter, 50 00 
6 66 66 66 50 00 
7 Isaac Hadley, Literary Fund, 95 73 
‘i Samuel McCoy 2d, produce from Town Farm, 50 00 
ey H. Morrison, Note and Interest, 45 70 
ay Samuel McCoy 2d, produce from Farm, 110 00 
Of for License, Circus, 30 00 
F New Ipswich Bank, Borrowed, 900 00 
Jy D. Melvin, use of Town House, 11 00 
Fe Samuel McCoy 2d, produce from Farm, 215 00 
.C. G. Cheney, Collector, ‘ 80 88 
iad A. Childs, Highway Tax, 50 
‘i A. P. Morrison, Rail Road Tax, 52 80 
"i C. G. Cheney, Collector, 50 00 
6 Samuel McCoy 2d, produce from arm, 33 22 
Whole amount of Tax List, $4465 17 
Uncollected, 298 66-4166 51 
Amount paid before Sept. 15, $245 18 
Less 7 per cent, 17 16-227 97 
Amount paid before January 10, 3921 38 
Less 5 per cent, 196 07-8725 31 
Whole amount actually received, 3953 28 
By Cash from town of Claremont, 1 75 


$5942 05 


PFRESSURER S REPORT, Ig 


Dr. 

To paid State Tax for 1853, 567 70 
r County Tax ‘“ 919 88 
- Interest on money borrowed for Town, 18 95 
= for procuring and paying the same, 3 450 

$037 83 
vy Interest on Literary Fund, 45 OU 
Por Repairs on Roads and Bridges. 

To paid J. S. Morrison for Bridge Plank, 96 51 
* J. N. Thayer, repairing Bridges &c., 81 02 
es John Grimes, labor on Dunbar Hil, 80 00 
A. Cragin, Stringers, Plank and Labor, 69 00 
ss Samuel Miller, Bridge Plank, 68 21 
4 Asa Carley, Stringers and Labor; 21 00 
# John Fife, Stringers and Labor, 18 00 
+s John Little, Labor on Road, 14 380 
i N. H. Moore, Stringers and Plank, 11 05 
a B. Brackett, Labor on Roads, 10 00 
o Ki. Spalding, Labor on Road, Bridge, & fence Iron, 10 00 
W. B. Kimball, Labor on Bridges, 8 17 
e Joshua Bailey, labor on Roads, 8 00 
ey B. B. Osmore, Stringers, Plank and Labor, 6 75 


On 


egeeooooooecoco:;( 


I’. Perry, labot on Dunbar Hill, 
Pratt and Haywood, Labor on Roads, 
W. Washburn, labor sitting Posts on Road, 
W. M. White, repairing Bridge, 
Daniel Edes, labor on Roads, 

W. C. Gray, Drawing Plank, 

F. Powers, labor on Bridges, _ 

R. Richardson, putting up Railing, 

J. Felt, Drawing Plank, 

Jonas Robbins, labor oti Roads, 

R. Washburn, labor on Roads, 

H. D. Washburn, Drawing Plank, 


bet et DQ RO RQ BO DO LO OO CO OF BR OE 
C265: C2 RAO er See SSS 


David Blanchard, labor on Roads, is) 
C. W. Leathers, labor on Roads, 0 
Henry Steele, for Nails, 90 
Wm. Stearns, labct on Roads, 81 

$543 07 


For Poor and Poor Furm. 


To Paid Wm. Follansbee, attendance on Mrs. Reading, 14 77 


sé 


6 


H. Steele, Goods delivered to Mrs. R. and Babb, 7 78 
S. 8. Haywood, working for Mrs. Reading, 519 


o4 TREASURER S REPORT: 


To paid Ames and Little, Meat deliv’d Mrs. Reading, 4 12 
i" Betsey Dunn, taking care Re + O00 
“ T. W. Whittemore, taking care » 2 50 
“ Lydia Wilder, is “ 2 00 
“ Swan & Swallow, Wood &e. me 2 00 
“ fanny Smith, rent of House , a 2 OO 
6 DD. B. Cutter, services, che 1 00 
we James Scott, wood for Mrs. Reading & U pton, 5 24 
as Thomas Upton, wood for Mrs. Upton, 278 
a Asa Davis, goods for Mrs. Upton, Stewart &e., 10 16. 
‘i L. Noyes, Pair Shoes, 15 
ve W. i. Baker, repaixing Boots for Traveller, 50 
ss Albert Smith, attending on Mr. Stevens, 1 34 
“% Stephen Forbush, for support of his Father, 3 81 
+h Town of Bennington, for Mrs, Carter, 3 00 


+6 Town of Dublin, tax on Poor Farm, 4 86 


Abatements. 


To paid F. Robbe, list of Abatements; 33 78 
i Town Farin, 16 YS 
. H. J. Lamb, 12 01 
* Kk. J. Stewart; 119 
¢ A. Muller, ; 1.14 
+ Asaph Spalding; 1.14 
ot Samuel Fisk, 13 
W. C. Gray; 12 


$64 78 
For School Moneg. 
To paid, Dis. No.1, $455 50 One paid D. M. Cavender, 1 8% 


WO.82: 105 8 Zebediah Pevey, 38 26° 
ss 2 eNO o, 86 a RE G: W. Tarbell, 30 
<6 FS ON vie. AQ JAS) ant R: Richardson, 1 81 
- i DN Ota, 6135] * C. R. Richardson, 1.19 
hd en Ee VRE hs a a BAS Os peatt Teach’s Institute, 32 84 
rf ARINC Hy 93 16, cf A. 8. Scott, Super- 
Ks sf aN OVA 38 84 | intending Sch’l Com. 30 00 
Fé RS NO 138482 ¢: Thos. White Jr., . 
“ fe ONO Oj 40 85. for 13 U. S. Maps, 65 00 
“ ‘« No. ll,  .43:44| sl 
ee Pe UN God BY 26 04 | $1321 76 
for Debts Paid: 
To paid New Ipswich Banks, 900 00 


4 Samuel Swan, Note, 600 00 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 25 


To paid Samuel Swan, Interest, ; 55 08 
ty B. 8. Nichols, Note, - 100 00 
cc ny Interest, 12 55 
a perme! | McCoy 2d, Note, 225 00 
4 “¢__ Interest. 11 67 

$1904 30 
Inevdentals. 

To paid G. S. Dearborn, returning Marriage 30° 
4, A. Smith, returning Births and Deehes 1 70 
“ Merriam & Wilds, “Stove Pipe and Labor, 1 25 
+¢ F. J. Maynard, enrolling Soldiers, 3 00 
«  —-*—. Clark, staining and varnishing Ballot Box, * 50 
‘f J. Miller, making Wall in front Burying Ground, 3 00 
es N. P. Greene, Invoice Books, 10:75: 


% K. C. Scott, printing Town & Sch’l Reports, &c., 27 00 
sig R. M. Stewart, damages breaking through Bridge, 10 00: 


= H. Nelson, for Glass and setting same, 2.00 
$ D. Melvin, for Wood, Lights &0. ut 4 33 

* F. Robbe, services as Collector, 2 21: 

‘ S. W. Wheeler, use of Room while taking a ne 3. 00 

™ J. Cram, Tolling Bell, 13:00 

. J. H. Ames, services as Sexton, and Coffin, 55 23 

=f Samuel Gates, services-as Librarian, and Postage, 30 40 

“6 R. Forbush, 31 Town Clerk, 18 67 
48 Samuel Miller, <“ Selectman, 2 65> 
pe Isaac Hadley, ‘<“ 6 50 

a W. B. Kimball, “ o 50 67 
7 A. Cragin, * a 40 25 
or E. Spalding, ‘“ sh 33 62 

* H. Steele, cs Treasurer. 25 00 
$345 08 

Recapitulation. 

Balance in the Treasury, 111 68|Paid State Tax, 567 70 
Received for Paupers, 1 75)  ** County Tax, 937 33. 


«¢ F. Robbe, Collector, 17 73} ‘‘ Roads and Bridges, 548 07 
“* C.G.Cheney, “ 28088] ‘“ Poor & PoorFarm, 77 76 


“* Literary Fund, 95 73} ‘ Abatements, 64 78 
* Poor Farm,Produce, 408 22} ‘* Schools, 1321 76 
** Use Town House, 11 00} ‘* Debts of Town, 1904 30 
** Rail Road Tax, 52 80} ‘ Incidental expenses, 345 03 
“ License for Circus, 3000] “ Literary Fund, 45 00 
‘© Highway Tax, 50} ‘ Cash on Hand, 135 32 


*“ Money Borrowed, 90000 a 
« Abatements, 32 78 $5942 05 


26 TREASURER’S REPORT. 


‘* Horace Morrison, 45 70 
‘« Taxes collected by 
Treasurer, 3943 28 


$5942 05 


Town Laabihities. 
To Samuel McCoy 2d, one year’s salary due April 11854, $250 00 


To C. G. Cheney, Collecting Taxes, — 16 54 
$266 54 
Amounts due the Town. 

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, 185 32 
Outstanding Taxes for 1850, 7 20 
is #4 1851, 41 20 
‘f 44 1852, ‘99 40 
a sf 1853, 248 66 
Willard B. Stevens, for Produce, 7 57 
$539 35 

Leaving a balance due the Town, $272 81 


WE the undersigned, Auditors of Accounts, have this day ex- 
amined the foregoing accounts for the past year and find them 
correctly cast and fully vouched. 

JOHN H. STEELE, 
JAMES SCOTT. 
Peterborough, February 25, 1854. 
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